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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: FAREWELL INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR SCHRICKE 

1 . WE ARE FORWARDING BY AIRGRAM (A-65) TO THE DEPARTMENT, USUN 
AND EMBASSY PARIS THE TEXT OF A RAND DAILY MAIL FAREWELL 
INTERVIEW OF FRENCH AMBASSADOR SCHRICKE WHO DEPARTS JULY 13 
FOR REASSIGNMENT AS AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRIA. THE INTERVIEW COVERS 
VARIOUS TOPICS, INCLUDING FRENCH POLICY TOWARDS SOUTH AFRICA, 
BLACK AFRICA AND NAMIBIA. 

2. AT ONE POINT, SCHRICKE WAS ASKED ABOUT "SHARP DIFFERENCES: 
AMONG THE WESTERN FIVE. THE RAND DAILY MAIL QUOTED HIM AS 
RESPONDING: "I THINK ON THE WHOLE BRITAIN AND FRANCE TRIED 

TO PLAY THE ROLE OF MODERATING FORCES. DON’T FORGET THAT MR. DON 
MCHENRY IS NOT AN AFRICAN. IN SPITE OF AN ILLUSION HE MAY 
HAVE, HE IS CONSIDERED AMERICAN. HE IS A POLITICAN APPOINTED 
BY THE INTERNAL AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION. ALL THE OTHERS 
IN THE CONTACT GROUP WERE CAREER DIPLOMATS-THAT MAY EXPLAIN 
THE DIFFERENCES. 

MR. MCHENRY DID NOT RESIST PRESS CONFERENCES, 

WHICH GAVE THE IMPRESSION OF A LEADERSHIP ROLE. HE 
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WAS THINKING OF THE UNITED STATES PRESS, AND WHY AND BY 
WHOM PRESIDENT CARTER WAS ELECTED. HE IS A MEMBER OF THE 
CABINET AND HE WAS SOMEONE VERY NECESSARY TO GAIN THE 
NEGRO VOTE." 

3. SCHRICKE PHONED THE AMBASSADOR TO SAY HIS RESPONSE 
TO THE QUESTION ON DIFFERENCES AMONG THE FIVE HAD BEEN 
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"DISTORTED": THE CITATION WAS TOO LONG, HE DID NOT 
ACKNOWLEDGE DIFFERENCES AMONG THE FIVE, HE DID NOT SAY 
AMBASSADOR MECHENRY IS A MEMBER OF THE CABINET OR 
A POLITICIAN PLAYING TO THE MEDIA. 

EDMONDSON 
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